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Dear All

 

The eastern part of Zimbabwe , mainly in the 

Chimanimani Mountains area , has just 

experienced the worst cyclone in terms of 

rainfall in the country ’s recorded history.  In 

some places , close to 1 ,000mm (40 inches) of 

rain were recorded in a period of 3 days. (Harare ’s 

average annual rainfall is 33 inches.) Cyclone Idai 

has caused massive devastation and hundreds of 

lives have been lost in Mozambique , Zimbabwe 

and Malawi .

 

Many people are still missing , despite frantic 

searches by family members , friends and rescue 

workers who have struggled under very difficult 

conditions. Numerous bridges have been washed 

away , which is further hampering rescue 

operations.

 

The UN reports that at least 259 people have 

been killed in Zimbabwe , and at least 217 are still 

missing. Hundreds of people have been injured 

and authorities have confirmed that more than 

16 ,000 households have been displaced. The 

number affected : 250 , 000. The Dzingire Primary 

School took the brunt of a huge landslide and 

rescuers are still searching for the headmaster , 

three staff members and 39 children who are 

feared to have been buried in the mud or swept 

away by the flood waters. Altogether , at least 19 

teachers and more than 100 children have been 

reported missing.

 

AN UPDATE LETTER FROM BEN 

FREETH, OUR EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR IN ZIMBABWE, IN THE 

WAKE OF CYCLONE IDAI



In Mozambique the situation has been even 

worse , particularly in the low lying areas 

closer to the coast.  Cyclone Idai made 

landfall on the night of Thursday 14 March , 

slamming into the port city of Beira and 

causing utter devastation. More than 90 

percent of the city has been destroyed. 

 

There has been a fantastic and incredibly 

heart-warming response from local 

Zimbabweans.  The churches have responded 

wonderfully , rallying countrywide support very 

quickly to provide food , shelter and clothing 

for victims , many of whom have lost 

everything.

 

With bridges being washed away and 

landslides covering roads it has been a 

challenge to get emergency help to those in 

need , but rescuers and supporters have 

worked tirelessly to get emergency relief into 

the affected areas.

 

It ’s very heartening to see aid at its very best : 

local people spontaneously helping fellow 

Zimbabweans out of their goodness of their 

hearts.  What is most remarkable in my view is 

that this is despite Zimbabwe having become 

a poor country with a bankrupt government 

whose forces have beaten , bludgeoned and 

killed people to destroy any opposition to its 

38-year rule. For there to have been such an 

outpouring of help by ordinary people is truly 

amazing.  We are supporting a church 

initiative and will be donating open-

pollinated seed to the affected areas.

A former road in the Chimanimani district after the cyclone 

struck

A large number of bridges have been destroyed, cutting off 

many districts

Searching frantically for victims in the Kopa area of 

Chimanimani

A bridge connecting the controversial Chiadzwa/Marange 

diamond fields and the Mutare highway.



FUNDRAISING  

INITIATIVES
We are very grateful for the outpouring of concern and offers of 

help, and for the many fundraising initiatives, both local and 

international, that have been set up in response to the cyclone 

disaster.

 

One option for people living outside Zimbabwe who would like to 

donate is the GOFUNDME Crowdfunding appeal. It has been 

launched by Andy Woodruff, a British citizen who visits 

Chimanimani regularly, and Webb, Low and Barry, solicitors in 

Bulawayo who have set up the receiving fund. Deloitte Chartered 

Accountants have agreed to audit the trust fund. It is also 

recommended by Miracle Missions in Zimbabwe: 

https://www.gofundme.com/chimanimani-cyclone-idai-relief-fund

 

Another option for donations from the UK is to donate to Vimba, 

the UK partner for Miracle Missions, a remarkable non-profit 

organisation in Zimbabwe that was founded in 2006.

 

Account name: Vimba

UK bank name: HSBC

Account number: 21708651

Sort Code: 40-03-04

INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD  AID  REQUIRED  

ONCE  AGAIN

In the rest of the country it has 

unfortunately been a very dry 

season. Crops are very poor and the 

government has already put out the 

begging bowl for food aid once 

again. The UN estimated in a report 

published on 27 February 2019 that 

5.3 million people (more than a 

third of the population) are in need 

of humanitarian aid.

 

This is the kind of aid that should 

not be necessary, as evidenced by 

both our open-pollinated seed crop 

and our demonstration plot for our 

conservation agriculture training 

programme, both of which have 

come through well.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While crops all around our projects 

have failed (right), we have shown 

that with the Foundations for 

Farming no-till techniques we can 

produce crops even in the driest of 

years (left). These crops have been 

grown without irrigation and with 

no expenditure on seed, fertiliser, 

chemicals, fuel, tractors or 

implements - or anything else apart 

from a hand-held hoe!  Combine 

those techniques with property 

rights and Zimbabwe would be 

feeding the region once again, even 

in a dry year like this.



My recent trip to the UK went well.  Our meeting 

with the Africa All-Party Parliamentary Group, 

which included various former Ministers for Africa 

and others, was encouraging as they showed great 

interest in the situation in Zimbabwe.  They 

wanted to know what they could do in the face of 

the extreme intimidation of the people by the 

army, so I focused on the issue of justice. All we 

need is a justice system which can break the 

culture of impunity that has gone on for such an 

appallingly long time.  

 

I recommended that diplomatic efforts should be 

centred around helping improve the justice 

system. In particular, we need them to put 

pressure on the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) Heads of State to re-establish 

the SADC Tribunal court as a court of last resort for 

citizens in the SADC region when their own 

country's justice systems fail them.

Meeting with the UK’s Africa 
All-Party Parliamentary 
Group during March The brutal government crackdown to 

restore fear by unleashing the armed 

forces on the people has slackened off. 

However, there are still undercurrents, 

with church, civil society and opposition 

leaders facing long, torturous trials and 

the usual, ridiculous treason charges that 

carry 20-year jail sentences.

 

Military lorries are still travelling around 

Harare with no number plates or forms of 

identification. Armed personnel are also 

travelling in the public buses, 

intimidating commuters going to and 

from work. 

 

Despite this, there are growing voices of 

dissent.  The business community is at 

last openly expressing its frustration as 

government takes more and more 

desperate measures to capture whatever 

resources it can to fund its enormous 

state expenditure.  It is difficult to see 

how this government will last in the face 

of escalating dissatisfaction and the 

groundswell of anger.

CURRENT  SITUATION  

IN  ZIMBABWE

BALLY  VAUGHAN  

GAME  PARK  

ELEPHANT  

SANCTUARY

The overturning of Gordon Putterill’s 

ridiculous attempted murder conviction 

from the time when his tame elephant, 

Gonzo, was captured and stolen from his 

elephant sanctuary, is still meeting with 

severe difficulties.  A High Court order 

had to be sought to get the magistrate 

to release the full court record so that 

the appeal could take place.  The full 

record still hasn’t been produced - but to 

get magistrates held in contempt of 

court is not easy in Zimbabwe.  So far the 

legal bill in defending Gordon from this 

ridiculous charge and keeping him out of 

jail has been US$53,000.  We would 

really appreciate help with these bills 

from anyone who is able to assist.



Fundraiser for the MCF
On 12 April 2019, as a fundraiser for the Mike Campbell 

Foundation, our new UK Operations Manager, Abi 

Williams, will be rowing 42,195m on a Concept 2 

rower (equivalent to running a full marathon). She 

aims to complete the challenge in 3.5 hrs non-stop! 

 

Please click on this link to donate as much as you can 

to Abi’s courageous rowing challenge, she’s been 

training very hard for weeks!  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mike-

campbell-foundation-abis-marathon-row

I visited the Gama family in Chegutu, 

who were shocked last weekend to have 

a war veteran arrive to take their peri-

urban property.  If invasions like this are 

allowed to continue, they will cause huge 

additional concern to a very volatile 

situation. 

 

A video was taken of the altercation 

which, for anyone keen to understand 

the “process” of having your home stolen, 

is excellent footage of what we are up 

against in Zimbabwe.  I have known the 

war vet in question, Makoni, for nearly 20 

years – from when he did press ups on 

the lawn outside my office! He has since 

taken at least 3 farms from friends and 

been involved in the evictions of 

countless others including our own - 

which he boasts about.  He claims he is 

being given this peri-urban property as a 

package for the work he did in evicting 

others. To read the article and watch the 

8:2 minute video, click on the following 

link:

 

https://news.pindula.co.zw/2019/03/23/ma

n-tries-farm-grab-white-land-chegutu/

 

Don't let size fool you. When it comes to 

aerial photography, these tiny cameras are 

a seriously big deal.

WAR  VET  CLAIMS  THE  GAMA  

FAMILY 'S  PERI -URBAN  

PROPERTY  IN  CHEGUTU

Lastly, we ask for your prayers for all of the victims of Cyclone Idai, the rescue teams and indeed for all 

Zimbabweans during these turbulent, dangerous and traumatic times.

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Freeth

Executive Director

Mike Campbell Foundation

Harare, Zimbabwe

Mobile:  +263 773 929 138

E-mail: benfreeth7@gmail.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MikeCampbellFoundation

Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mike-campbell-foundation-abis-marathon-row
https://news.pindula.co.zw/2019/03/23/man-tries-farm-grab-white-land-chegutu/
https://news.pindula.co.zw/2019/03/23/man-tries-farm-grab-white-land-chegutu/

