
After being postponed due to 
the snow, the 5th annual Swale 
Volunteer Awards are due to 
take place at The Barnyard in 
Upchurch tomorrow (Thursday).

Hosted by Swale council, the 
ceremony will see champions of 
the community presented with 
awards in eight categories: 

Young Swale Volunteer Cham-
pion, Swale Volunteer Cham-
pion, Volunteering Contribution 
to the Environment, Volunteer-
ing Contribution to Sport, Volun-
tary Project of the Year, Fund-
raising Award, Voluntary Team 
of the Year and Outstanding 
Achievement.

The event is organised by Swale 
council and sponsored by MOT-
A-CAR, social landlord Optivo, 
The Net, The Kent Messenger, 
Sittingbourne Artisan Market, 
The Barnyard, Oliver Field DJ, 
Quinn Estates and Kent Cater-
ing Service.

Celebrating
good deeds

Live bands, classic cars and a 
funfair are being lined up for a 
Sheppey Summer Spectacular.

Organiser Stuart Pardoe is 
fundraising for ADHD Sheppey 
for children with Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder and 
radio station Sheppey FM at the 
Co-op Sports and Social Club, St 
George’s Avenue, Sheerness, on 
Saturday, July 28 from 11am to 
11pm. He said: “We’re hoping for 
up to five bands to play during 
the afternoon and two at night 
and have a professional sound 
system from Darren Cast at 
Roadhouse Recording Studio. We 
will announce the line-up later.” 

To book a stall, call 07730 
794646 or send an email to sss.
funday2018@yahoo.com.

Music and car 
spectacular

Students face their spider fears
Students from Borden Grammar School, including Owen Stanford, centre, visited London Zoo for a phobias workshop

Life after toppled dictator 
‘could be a great future’ 

Ben Freeth’s farm at Mount Carmel in Zimbabwe, left, goes up in flames, and, right, Mr Freeth surveys the ruins in 2016 – he is yet to reclaim his property Prospective students planning to 
go to university in September are 
being encouraged to apply for a 
bursary.

Now in its ninth year, the 
London Array University Bur-
sary Scheme offers a payment 
of £3,000-a-year to support one 
lucky student studying science, 
engineering, sustainable devel-
opment or other related subjects.

The bursary will pay towards 
three years of study and is open 
to applicants who live or are 
studying within 15 miles of the 
wind farm’s onshore substation 
at Cleve Hill, near Faversham. 
This includes Sittingbourne.

The deadline for applications is 
June 22. Shortlisted candidates 
will be invited to an interview 
during the summer. To dow-
load an application form, visit 
http://www.londonarray.com/
community-2/bursary-scheme/. 
The scheme is run in conjunction 
with Kent County Council.

Wind farm 
helps with 
uni costs

London Array is offering a bursary

Sixth-form psychology students 
had their fears realised at a pho-
bias workshop. 

The Year 12s from Borden 
Grammar School in Sitting-
bourne travelled to London Zoo 
for the session, hosted by clinical 
hypnotherapist John Clifford. 

The day tied in with their 

recent studies into phobias and 
behavioural treatments. 

The Zoological Society of Lon-
don runs successful ‘spider 
friendly’ programmes through-
out the year for people who are 
petrified of the creatures to help 
them overcome their fear.

Students got to experience 

what it was like to go through 
the programme, which costs 
more than £100 to attend, dur-
ing the workshop. 

They enjoyed an initial intro-
duction to hypnotherapy and 
then had the chance to face their 
fears head on by holding Rosie – 
an Australian tarantula.

A Zimbabwean farmer who had 
to watch his livelihood go up in 
flames has reflected on life in 
the country since Robert Mug-
abe stepped down. 

Sheppey-born Ben Freeth 
became a farmer in Zimbabwe 
after marrying his wife, Laura. 

The pair built a home for them-
selves and their three children at 
Mrs Freeth’s parents’ farm. 

The farm was forcibly taken 
from them under the govern-
ment’s land reform and Mr 
Freeth and his father-in-law, 
Mike Campbell, took the Mug-
abe government to court. The 
Southern African Development 
Community Tribunal ruled in 
their favour, finding the govern-

ment’s land repossessions were 
racially-based, and thus violated 
their human rights. The Mugabe 
government ignored this ruling 
, and in 2009, Mugabe support-
ers invaded the farm and burnt 
down the homes of Mr Freeth, Mr 
Campbell, and the farm-workers.

Nine years later, Zimbabwe is 
out of the grip ofMugabe’s dic-
tatorship and is being ruled by 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, who 
was Mugabe’s right-hand man. 
Mr Freeth, who was in the UK 
visiting his parents in Oad Street 
last week, said: “Right now we 
are in the interim stage.

“We’re heading towards an 
election in the summer and the 
big question is whether it’s going 
to be free and fair, or whether 
there will be violence as there 
has been in the past.

“We’re still not able to get back 

to the farm. I tried the other 
day and was threatened quite 
severely. We are living in a coun-
try that’s hungry, the financial 
situation is very dire, so I believe 
sense will prevail and we will 
move to a more democratic and 
lawful future.

“It could be a great future, 
I really believe that. I think a 
huge step was taken when Rob-
ert Mugabe was finally unable 
to continue but we need to get 
to the step beyond where we are 
at the moment. I think the first 
aim was to get rid of Mugabe, but 
everyone realises Mnangagwa 
was his right-hand man. There 
is not going to be a huge change 
until he’s gone as well.

“We’re in this kind of limbo 
land waiting, and that next step 
needs to be taken before the 
future does become brighter.” 

By Natalie Tipping
ntipping@thekmgroup.co.uk
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