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In these increasingly dire times in Zimbabwe, we would like to thank you all
for your wonderful support, financially, through prayer and in so many other
ways. We couldn’t carry out our valuable in-country work without you!

AN UPDATE FROM ZIMBABWE, A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN NEED YOU.  CHRISTMAS PARTY CHALLENGE

 
 

The long, dark road to school and back home again. Credit Ban Yido

A late afternoon thunderstorm. Photo credit: Discover Africa

We have exciting news: The rains have come to Zimbabwe at last after the
prolonged drought conditions. November is usually the start of the rainy season,
which brings sudden and dramatic thundershowers in the afternoons, a welcome
relief after the relentless October heat. It’s an excellent month for bird-watching as
the migratory species return with the rains.
 



Farming for Destitute Farm Workers project: Destitute farm workers,
pastors, rural community leaders and others who have attended our
sponsored Foundations for Farming training courses are preparing their fields,
faithfully following the practical conservation agriculture principles they’ve
learnt so that they can reap an excellent harvest in 2020. 

Exquisite carmine bee-eaters are popular returning migrants. Photo credit: Time & Tide Africa

Open-pollinated seed project:  Despite all the difficulties we had with water during
the drought, our 20ha crop of open-pollinated (OPV) maize and cowpeas yielded
sufficient seed for us to distribute 7,500 free seed packs to needy subsistence
farmers countrywide. Once again our distribution partners were the Foundations for
Farming head office in Harare and various churches. The seed packs will enable 7,500
families to feed themselves in the coming year. 
 
This MCF project has grown in importance because, although there are plenty of
sacks of seed maize in the shops, the people on the ground can’t afford to buy it.
Former Marondera farmer, Cathy Buckle, wrote in one of her popular newsletters last
month that seed maize was selling for ZW$389 for 10kg and Compound D fertilizer
cost ZW$500 for 50kg. To put this in perspective, she pointed out that “ZW$900 to
plant one acre of maize is more than a lecturer earns in a month, more than a
domestic or garden worker earns in five months.”
 

Our trainees have been taught that a protective layer of mulch will retain vital soil
moisture ahead of the planting season



A grateful beneficiary of one of our free 4kg OPV seed packs in a drought-challenged area
 
 

School Fees project: We have the privilege through funders of being able to pay school fees for
an average of 250 children.  Of course this is a drop in the ocean, but the little that we can do
means so much to these children and their families.  
 
To raise the profile of the plight of Zimbabwean children, the Guardian (UK) of 19 November,
published a tragic report about poverty-stricken youngsters who are unable to go to school and
are being used illegally as child labour. They’re also being paid a pittance.  A little boy of nine years
old, who is working in sugarcane fields, told the Guardian:  “I’ve never been to school. This is all I
do. I am helping my grandmother. If I don’t do it, we will die of hunger. My grandmother does not
want me to go hungry, so she encourages me to work. It is tough, I get sick sometimes.”
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/nov/19/the-bitter-poverty-of-child-
sugarcane-workers-in-zimbabwe
 
We are short of funds for our school fees project and would be most grateful if anyone can assist
us with our current shortfall or contribute towards the school fees for next year. So many
desperate parents are asking for our assistance, especially widows of former farm workers and
grandmothers of children whose parents have passed away.
 

Most schools on the former commercial farms are a shadow of their former capacity as eductional
establishments. 

 

https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/how-you-can-help


Do you see me? Just being able to ‘shine’
means so much to a little girl.
Photo credit: Hanna Morris

 

Christmas party for the children: We would also
love to be able to give our children a Christmas party
in December, and to be able to invite other needy
children, as well as the siblings of those in foster
homes. Our target is to cater for 500 children so that
we can bring some cheer into lives that are often
desperate.
 
If anyone is able to donate, could you, with
your donation, say whether the funds are
solely for school fees, or for the Christmas
party - or could go towards our core funding,
which makes everything possible. I would so
appreciate it.
 
 

A Date for Your Diary
 

The Mike Campbell Foundation
With the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law

presents
 

“Living on the Edge”
 

At the Royal Geographical Society, London
Tuesday 10 March 2020

7pm – 9pm
 

We will have an excellent line-up of speakers
(to be announced in January)

The power of publicity: This encouraging development illustrates the importance of
continuously publicising the injustices in Zimbabwe.
 
On 6 November, one of the few last remaining commercial farmers, Gary Hensman (75) and his
wife Jo of Gypslander farm in Chinhoyi, were forcibly evicted from their farm by Moses Mpofu,
described as an “emerging farmer”. As has been the case since the farm invasions began, their
eviction took place with the support of armed police. 
 
Political analyst Alex Magaisa from the University of Kent in the UK commented that: "The forced
removal of commercial farmer Gary Hensman, with the connivance of the State, is by no means a
random act."
 
 

https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/how-you-can-help


With sincere thanks and blessings to you all

Claire
CLAIRE FREETH
CHAIRMAN 
 
The Mike Campbell Foundation
Tel:  01795 842 341
Mobile:  07756 001400
E-mail: Claire@mikecampbellfoundation.com 
Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com
 
Facebook: 

 
"What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy

and to walk humbly with your God." Micah 6 v 8

During the forced eviction, the Hensmans’
furniture was severely damaged

 

 
Their eviction was publicised extensively in the media,
both locally and internationally, as well as on social
media. People were shocked to read that the
Hensmans’ animals had been terrorised and their
household belongings had been badly damaged.
 
However, as a result of the extensive negative
publicity, Government has said the Hensmans will be
able to return to their property.  As time goes by, the
reality of this happening becomes more remote, but
with more publicity and prayer we hope this will
become a reality.  
 
We continue to stress the importance of justice and
the rule of law at every available opportunity. The
alternative - which we are seeing now with half the
population currently needing food aid and
hyperinflation levels that have resulted in a loaf of
bread go up to more than 20 times the price it was at
the beginning of the year - is very dire.
 
One of our key people, Gift Konjana, who some of you
will remember speaking of his traumatic experiences
at our Royal Geographical Society event in 2018,
needs prayer at the moment. His wife, Rudo, has been
suffering from mental health issues as a result of all
the persecution they have faced. She shut down
completely yesterday and is currently in a coma.
 
We are doing everything we can to alleviate the
plight of so many people. Thank you for walking
this journey with us, it means so much.

https://www.facebook.com/MikeCampbellFoundation/
https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/how-you-can-help

