
Chinese miners in Hwange National Park put Zimbabwe wildlife at risk 
 
The Times UK by Jane Flanagan 
 
Tuesday September 08 2020 
 

 
 
An anti-poaching team in Hwange National Park came across Chinese workers without permits looking 
for coal samples MARTIN BUREAU/AFP 
 
Conservationists in Zimbabwe are racing against time to prevent the government from allowing Chinese 
companies to start mining for coal in a pristine national park. 
 
Lawyers lodged an urgent application in the High Court yesterday to thwart exploratory drilling in 
Hwange National Park, which hosts one of Africa’s biggest populations of elephants. 
 
News that two mining concessions had been created in the country’s largest reserve emerged after 
an anti-poaching team checking on endangered rhinos found Chinese workers hunting for coal samples. 
 
They were arrested by rangers for defiling the park, which is closed because of coronavirus travel 
restrictions, but returned later with permits for exploratory drilling even though no environmental 
impact assessment had been completed. 
 
Two Chinese companies have quietly been given special grants to operate, at the discretion of President 
Mnangagwa, according to local reports. Workers’ accommodation and roads to serve the mining areas 
are planned to be built close to the range of Hwange’s last remaining endangered black rhinos, 
according to the Bhejane Trust, a conservation organisation in Hwange that has produced maps of the 
site. 
 
Conservationists and tourist operators fear that mining operations will not only disrupt the habitats of 
rare species, such as pangolins and painted dogs, but also deter tourists who provide valuable jobs and 
foreign currency. 
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 “What we have is a perception that mining takes precedence over anything else,” said Nyaradzo 
Mutonhori, from the Zimbabwe Environmental Law Association, which is attempting to halt the 
development. “Mining within the national park poses an acute risk of irreversible ecological 
degradation.” 
 
Beyond the perimeter of the park, which was founded in 1929 and is 300 miles southwest of the capital, 
Harare, Chinese-owned open-cast mines have devastated the environment and led to levels of air 
pollution akin to those in China, conservationists said. There are regular incidents of conflict with 
workers who complain about low wages and poor working conditions. 
 
Although China is regarded as the world’s biggest polluter, it has reduced expansion of its coal industry 
at home, while continuing to build hundreds of coal-fired power plants overseas. 
 
Zimbabwe is already one of Africa’s biggest coal producers and its government is under increasing 
pressure to solve a power crisis that has left millions of its citizens in the dark and aggravated its 
economic chaos. 
 
Opposition leaders have accused Mr Mnangagwa of “trashing a jewel” in allowing mining in Hwange as 
it looks increasingly reliant on moral and financial support from China. As reports of human rights 
abuses attract growing international criticism, Zimbabwe’s “look east” policy, which has made China its 
biggest foreign direct investor, provides a lifeline. 
 
Zimbabwe’s government is adamant that “wildlife conservation should pay for itself”. It claims it is 
overrun with elephants — it has the second highest population in Africa after Botswana. 
 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/chinese-miners-in-hwange-national-park-put-zimbabwe-wildlife-at-
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