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Hikes in humanitarian need 

‘I blame this government. You can rig the election, but you can’t rig the economy.’ 

FSI ranking: 10 

Zimbabwe is facing its worst humanitarian emergency in more than a decade. Food shortages are 
affecting 7.7 million people – more than half the population – as a result of successive poor harvests and 
hyperinflation. Cereal production last year was less than half the national requirement, and the 2020 
harvest is expected to be even worse. 

Initial hopes that President Emmerson Mnangagwa, who ended the 30-year rule of Robert Mugabe, 
would initiate political and economic reforms have died. They were mortally wounded in a violent 
crackdown on protests over the 2018 election. They finally expired when it became clear that 
Mnangagwa, and the military that helped him to power, aimed to continue “Mugabe-ism”, but without 
the guile and charisma of the man himself. Political infighting within the ruling elite points to the fragility 
of that coalition. But, for most Zimbabweans, it is the mismanagement of the economy that’s the more 
serious matter. “I blame this government,” said one struggling citizen. “You can rig the election, but you 
can’t rig the economy.” 

In an attempt to win Western donor backing, the government introduced cost-cutting measures at a 
time when an estimated 77 percent of urban families could not afford all their food needs. Last year, the 
economy shrank by eight percent. There were 18-hour power cuts; the collapse of water supplies and 
sanitation services in urban centres; fuel queues and currency shortages. The banning of the US dollar as 
legal tender effectively devalued everyone’s earnings – a decision that has since been rescinded.  

A strike by doctors and nurses last year to protest pay and conditions only ended when a local 
tycoon [Strive Masiyiwa] stepped in to help pay their allowances. They downed tools again in March 
over the government’s lack of preparation for coronavirus – part of a much broader crisis in the 
healthcare system. 

At a glance: 

The official inflation rate is 540 percent 

4.3 million Zimbabweans are “acutely food insecure”, up from 3.8 million last year 

The security forces killed 17 people and raped at least 17 women in crushing price-rise protests in 
January 2019, according to Human Rights Watch. 
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The worst ranked countries on the FSI Index are: 

1. Yemen 
2. Somalia 
3. South Sudan 
4. Syria 
5. Congo, DR 
6. Central African Republic 
7. Chad 
8. Sudan 
9. Afghanistan 
10. Zimbabwe 
11. Cameroon 
12. Burundi 
13. Haiti 
14. Nigeria 
15. Guinea 
16. Mali 
17. Iraq 
18. Eritrea 
19. Niger 
20. Libya 

Our coverage: 

Zimbabwe’s triple threat: Coronavirus, food shortages, and an economy in meltdown 

Building a safety net for Zimbabwe’s urban poor 

https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/2020-fragile-states-index-rankings-lives-upended  Why 
Zimbabwe is running on empty, again 
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