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Lamentably, a year from the rigged election and its violent aftermath, things are at a very low ebb in
Zimbabwe - perhaps the lowest they have ever been.  Once again at least 5.5 million people – close to
half the population - need food aid.  A confidential government document puts the figure at 7.5
million rural and urban people by March 2020. Fuel queues have remained very long and chaotic.
Electricity is the worst it has ever been with 18 hour cuts every day throughout the country which,
compounded by the lack of fuel for generators, is a very serious situation. 
 
It is not only affecting business very badly with crops unable to be irrigated; factories not able to
produce goods; bakeries not able to bake bread etc but it is seriously affecting morale. It means that
in the home, washing of clothes and watering the garden has to be done in the middle of the night
when the electricity comes on.  It has also seriously affected the water supply in towns with many
homes going for weeks at a time without any water at all.  This is further compounded by the general
infrastructural break down where some areas in town have now been years without water!  
 
Many home owners have had to dig wells in the middle of town to get water even for drinking
purposes. This is a great health hazard as the sewage systems cannot operate without water and, as
a result, the underground water in the towns is becoming contaminated.  
 

GENERAL SITUATION:

A child does his homework by candlelight at a roadside market in Harare. 
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THE CRACKDOWN

AFTERMATH:

On top of the dire fuel, electricity and water shortages, government has banned the use of all
currencies except the "Zimbabwe dollar”.  This too is almost completely unavailable to draw out of
banks as cash (bond note dollars), or to exchange with US dollars, so almost all transactions have to
be done electronically.  Electrics rely on electricity, as do communication systems, so doing
transactions at the supermarket till can sometimes be problematic too. 
 
More and more, people are going back to using the US dollar where they can, in the absence of
anything else that is sensible.  This has lead to arrests by police in some cases.  The reintroduced
Zimbabwe dollar is in free fall, with the second highest inflation rate in the world - after Venezuela.
This has led to salaries - now pegged in Zim dollars - being worth 10 percent of what they were a
year ago when they were paid in US dollars.
 
Corruption has reached very high levels now and it is difficult to see how this can end while the
people at the top involve themselves in it.  Understandably, many people are leaving - or planning to
leave - the country.     
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There are still long and difficult treason trials going on after the stay-away on Monday 14 January this

year.  Threats continue to be issued by the authorities as the country becomes ripe for another stay-

away.  We anticipate that this will be met with more force from the military.  It’s very difficult, in

what has essentially now become a military dictatorship, to know how to deal with such a situation.

Not one soldier or other state agent who has killed innocent civilians, beaten doors down, raped

women or abducted and tortured people has been prosecuted or even arrested in the last 12

months since the election.  We remain hopeful, although sometimes we believe we are hoping

against hope.  Our call to bring justice in among the chaos and injustice is not an easy one at this

time, but it is a critical element in sorting out the mess.   
 



A CRISIS OF TRUST:
Due to all the above and so much more,
trust levels are at an all time low. We cannot
trust anything the government says or does
because we have seen it fail to keep its word
on so many occasions.  Without trust,
investment will remain very low and, as a
country, we will continue to wallow in limbo.  
It is critical that we persevere in trying to
help create solutions to the various issues
that we are facing at this time.     

A small number of dispossessed commercial farmers have each been paid the equivalent of
approximately US$5,000 interim compensation for their farms in recent weeks.
Unfortunately this fractional figure remains little more than a propaganda exercise by the
Zimbabwe government to try to make it look as though they are returning to the rule of law.  
To put the amount allocated by the government – a paltry RTGS$53 million - into
perspective, it would now take 40 years just to pay Heinrich Von Pezold and his family their
arbitration award from the International Center for Settlement of Investment Disputes if this
same amount was put in the Zimbabwe budget every year for the next 40 years! The Von
Pezold family comprises dual German and Swiss nationals and their award was for US$196
million because the Zimbabwe government had breached the Bilateral Investment
Promotion and Protection Agreements (BIPPAs) signed with both Germany and
Switzerland. 
 
 
 

It would now
take 40 years just
to pay Heinrich
Von Pezold and
his family

There is a crisis of trust in 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa

 and his ZANU PF government.

GOVERNMENT COMPENSATION
OF DISPOSSESSED FARMERS:

A meeting of dispossessed commercial
farmers, many of whom have lost everything and

are struggling to survive.



LAUNCH OF SOUTH AFRICAN COURT CASE:
The first 11 Zimbabwean commercial farmers have lodged a claim for 1.9 billion rand in South Africa
and the second set of 65 farmers is now also in - with some paperwork still to do.  This latest court
case is as a result of the excellent Constitutional Court Judgment we received in South Africa last year
which declared that the closure of the SADC Tribunal regional human rights court was irrational and
against the rule of law and the South African Constitution.  South Africa’s previous president, Jacob
Zuma, was a signatory in the SADC Heads of States’ decision to close down the court of last resort for
SADC citizens in 2011. We continue to hope that this case may lead to the re-establishment of the
SADC Tribunal in good time - and that we shall once again have access to regional justice.
 
 

South Africa’s Constitutional Court.

Interestingly, in an encouraging keynote address delivered by a leading Nigerian lawyer, Justice Femi
Falana on 31 July at a meeting convened by the African Network on International Criminal Justice in
Dakar, Senegal, he said: “The Summit of Heads of State or Government should without further delay
restore the SADC Tribunal’s human rights mandate and comply fully with the orders of regional
tribunals and municipal courts….”
 
He also said that: "The African Commission on Human and People's Rights itself has to wake up and
be counted on the side of human rights…”
 
With respect the controversy surrounding  possible withdrawal from the International Criminal Court
- and the African Union being opposed to the indictment and prosecution of African leaders - he said:
“As long as the governments in Africa continue to pay lip service to the fight against impunity, the
victims of egregious human rights infringements will not hesitate to seek redress in available human
rights mechanisms to bring perpetrators to book….”
 
To read Justice Falana’s address, Click Here
 
Update: President Mnangagwa told the 20th SADC Lawyers’ Association annual congress in
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, on 9 August that he and his fellow African leaders who will be
attending the SADC summit in Tanzania this month will not consider resuscitating the
“SADC Tribunal issue”, i.e. the court’s human rights mandate. “We are all aware of the reason
why it was closed down. It’s a ‘no’ for now,” he said.

RESTORE SADC TRIBUNAL HUMAN RIGHTS
MANDATE SAYS NIGERIAN LAWYER

http://saharareporters.com/2019/07/31/achieving-justice-victims-and-ending-impunity-across-continent-femi-falana


ANOTHER FARMER IN JAIL:

Indicative of the lack of justice in Zimbabwe, Gordon Putterill is still fighting to get the
full transcript of his case delivered to the High Court for his appeal after he was unjustly
convicted of attempted murder. The minor incident, which was blown out of all
proportion, took place when his 25-year-old elephant, Gonzo, which he had nurtured from
an orphaned calf, was stolen by a South African game capture unit hired to capture and
remove it. We continue to assist in this case.  An order from the High Court was given
compelling the magistrate to deliver the full transcript, but the magistrate has not done
so.  The next step will be to try to hold the magistrate in contempt of court. 

Gordon  & Debbie  Putterill

with  Gonzo.

We have also been trying to assist in a case where one of the few remaining white
farmers has for some time had a pack of unvaccinated dogs in a very poor condition
causing problems on his dairy farm.  His concerned workers decided to drive the dogs
up for the farmer to euthanize some of them since it would be impossible to try to catch
them. Incidents involving rabid dogs have been increasing, with schoolchildren being
the most vulnerable. Unfortunately one of the workers chose to rather go home without
advising the farmer and so was in the wrong place at the wrong time, approximately 80
metres beyond one of the dogs which the farmer had to shoot with a shotgun. A pellet
became lodged under the worker’s skin but was soon plucked out. 
 
The police decided to prosecute and the farmer has been given a two-year jail sentence.
The night before his sentence he was asked at two o’clock in the morning to pay a bribe
and get a light sentence. However, he refused to do so as he had not committed a crime
worthy of going to jail. He served his first 10 days in very trying conditions and is now
out on bail pending his appeal in the High Court.

GORDON PUTTERILL:
BALLY VAUGH A N GAME PARK ELEPHANT

SANCTUARY



We finally had a hearing last month regarding the appeal in the Supreme Court of
Zimbabwe on 24 May for this rather extraordinary but important electoral dispute case
involving our national co-ordinator, Gift Konjana.  Standing as a Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC) party candidate, Gift won the most votes in the Chegutu West Constituency
during the 2018 elections. However, the runner up, the ZANU PF ruling party candidate,
Dexter Nduna, was announced the winner!
 
Unfortunately the lawyers for Nduna filed their Heads of Argument 52 days late, just before
the hearing, so the case couldn’t be argued - although Gift’s lawyers got a costs award.   The
Supreme Court did not hear the case again until 29 July.  This time there was a different set
of judges.  The main judge was Justice Barack Patel who was instrumental in stopping the
SADC Tribunal ruling in the landmark Campbell case getting registered in Zimbabwe.  
 
The argument put forward was that the case could not be heard because the Electoral Act
says that all election disputes need to be settled within 6 months and any appeals within 3
months of that. Due to delaying tactics by the other side’s lawyers and by the courts, the
appeal has dragged on for a full 9 months.  The fault is not in any way due to Gift or his
lawyers.  They have done everything on time.  The Constitution is clear that the onus is on the
State to ensure that these timelines are adhered to.  
 
On a positive note, the notoriously controversial Zimbabwe Electoral Commission has now
changed its website to reflect the fact that Gift won the election, and Dexter Nduna should
not in fact be the MP. Needless to say, Dexter Nduna remains the MP. This is a key
constituency for the ruling party as the two thirds majority in Parliament needed to change
the Constitution is at stake.    
 
It’s worth noting here that in 2015, the Zimbabwe United Passenger Company Ltd took
Nduna to court on summons over a US$25 000 debt. The bus company accused Nduna of
failing to pay for 27 buses he hired during his 2013 election campaign.
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIFT KONJANA ELECTORAL 
CASE SAGA:

Left: Gift Konjana (MDC); Right: Dexter Nduna (ZANU PF).



THE MCF’S OPEN-POLLINATED
SEED PROJECT:
We are happy to report that our open-pollinated seed

project near Chegutu has produced a decent crop

despite the severe difficulties with electricity and

water shortages.  We have just completed harvesting

the entire crop by hand and will have enough good

quality seed to give out to approximately 10,000

families ahead of planting in November. Our free EET

packs contain enough seed to grow a crop on 1/16ha

which is sufficient to feed a family for a year.  One

new difficulty to overcome is that government has

now decided to control all maize so that everyone

has to send everything that is for sale to the Grain

Marketing Board which has become a corrupt and

inefficient government parastatal.  

SCHOOL FEES:
We continue to assist nearly 200 former farm workers’ children and orphans to go to
school and at least learn to read and write - something so key for any child in the
modern world.   

Letter of thanks from a student

Harvesting open-pollinated seed crop

Open-pollinated maize cobs

MORE THAN 60 FAMILIES FACE EVICTION
We are currently trying to assist more than 60 families in Chegutu who have just been ordered
to vacate land bought by the government nearly 40 years ago for resettlement purposes.  After
almost 4 decades, none of these people have as yet got any real property rights.  The families
being evicted “bought” sections of plots from resettled people who are now wanting them
evicted.  Many of those ordered to vacate the land are former farm workers who have nowhere
else to go. The reason for the acute hunger in the nation is largely because of lack of property
rights, an issue that the MCF continues to focus on.  In the government’s continued desire for
power, it controls people by not giving them property rights or the conditions to ensure food
security.
 

ENGLISH ‘A’ LEVEL TEXTBOOKS:
It is gratifying that the Campbell Case is now being taught in Zimbabwe in English ‘A’ level
politics text books under Chapter 5 of Global Governance.  This reinforces the need to continue
to stand for justice - and work towards the restoration of justice - in whatever small way we can.   
It also reinforces the need to continue to strive to get the Campbell case judgment adhered to -
and the SADC Tribunal re-established for the good of all in Zimbabwe and across the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) region.
 



THE DEMONSTRATION PLOT IN HARARE:
Maize grown on the conservation agriculture
demonstration plot at the Foundations for
Farming headquarters in Harare, which used
seed from our open-pollinated seed project,
has now been harvested. It went extremely
well with a fantastic yield of 7.4 tons per
hectare.  It must be remembered that this
crop was grown with zero financial costs: the
seed was kept from last year’s crop so there
was no seed cost; compost was made over the
winter and used instead of bought fertiliser;
mulch was used to retain moisture so there
was no irrigation cost; conservation tillage was
used so there was no ploughing cost; hoes
were used for tillage and weeding so there
were no herbicide or other chemical costs. 
 There is no business model in the world
where, with zero costs, a family can feed itself!  
Sadly, many conventionally grown crops across
the country failed completely and the national
average yield appears to be approximately 0.5
tons per hectare. This offers a huge
opportunity to get the practical Foundations
for Farming methods better recognised and
adopted.  

We have continued to run courses to teach the
poorest of the poor to grow crops as per the
demonstration plots.  It is always very gratifying
to be giving practical skills and new hope to
people who have lost all hope, and to give out
seed packs with manuals to help them achieve
the dignity of once again being able to stand
on their own two feet.       

This healthy Foundations for Farming
maize crop was grown with compost

made from the environment

FOUNDATIONS
FOR FARMING COURSES:

Trainees learn how to weed crops efficiently and the
importance of working together

An excellent cowpeas rotation crop produced by
Chairman Mupfurutsa, one of the Mike

Campbell Foundation’s older trainees. It
demonstrates that you’re never too old to learn!!



A BIG THANK YOU:
Once again, thank you to everyone for your part in helping our efforts to make progress
in our quest to restore justice and restore the people of Zimbabwe, despite the
escalating and seemingly insurmountable challenges.  We are greatly humbled that
people so far away want to help, and that you keep Zimbabwe in your prayers. Thank
you!  

Ben Freeth
Executive Director
Mike Campbell Foundation
Harare, Zimbabwe
 
Mobile:  +263 773 929 138
E-mail: benfreeth7@gmail.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MikeCampbellFoundation 
Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com       
 

"What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God. "Micah 6 v 8

MASS DEMONSTRATION ANNOUNCED BY MDC
FOR 16 AUGUST
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) leader Nelson Chamisa says his party will
take to the streets in a mass demonstration on Friday 16 August. He has called on the
nation to rise to his call and liberate itself from the “ZANU PF yoke of bondage”
characterised by poor salaries, chronic shortages, price increases and expensive basic
commodities. The fact that the World Food Program warned on 6 August that least 2.3
million rural Zimbabweans are already in “crisis emergency mode” and need food aid
now has added to the extreme urgency of the situation.

Profits from the sale of Anna's book, 
Outskirts of His Glory, inspired by a trip to

Zimbabwe, will go towards the MCF’s
Zimbabwe School Fees project

FUNDRAISING  INITIATIVES

https://www.facebook.com/MikeCampbellFoundation
https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/fundraising
https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/how-you-can-help

