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Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare Minister Paul Mavima has revealed that government is yet to 
disburse the promised ZW$200 relief funds to vulnerable groups meant for the COVID-19 induced 
lockdown. 
 
While government has been receiving medical equipment in its fight against the respiratory ailment, 
critics say authorities have failed to provide safety nets to the less fortunate groups. 
 
Mavima told delegates during a Zoom Video Conferencing organised by ZIMCODD which ran under the 
theme Impact of COVID-19: Future of work and Public Finance Management issues that his ministry is 
currently engaging Finance minister Mthuli Ncube to increase the relief support. 
 
Government has committed to provide assistance of ZW$600 million to small businesses, vendors and 
the elderly and according to Parliamentary watchdog, Veritas, this figure only translates to a meagre 
ZW$200. 
 
According to the 2019 Labour forces and Child labour Survey, only 2% of the country’s population is 
covered by safety nets. This means that pressure is now mounting on the fiscus to provide food to over 
7,7 million people which the World Food Program said were in need of urgent food assistance. 
 
At current levels, ZW$200 is enough to buy two litres of cooking oil and three loaves of bread. According 
to the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe, the country’s consumer basket stood ZW$6 420 in March and 
with inflation on an upward trend the figure will also continue to soar. 
 

https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus-covid-19
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“You have not seen any beneficiaries because no disbursement has been done as of now. I have told you 
that my expectation was that we were going to start disbursements before the end of April but there is 
supposed to be a wider intervention which is going to be announced by the President,” Mavima said. 
 
Also speaking during the virtual conference, Zimbabwe Confederation of Trade Unions president Peter 
Mutasa said while the labour movement had advised government to institute the lockdown during its 
Tripartite Negotiating Forum meeting last month, authorities had failed to provide safe landing for the 
poor. He said the union had demanded for a moratorium that stops companies from retrenching 
workers after the lockdown. 
 
“The ZCTU is not apologetic that it advocated for national lockdown,” we brought the matter in the TNF 
and advocated that the government should declare this a state of disaster and we were happy when it 
was declared,” Mutasa said. 
 
“Unfortunately we are not entirely happy because we did not just call for a lockdown but also for the 
government to take particular actions. For instance both employers in the formal and informal economy 
should have put in place robust mechanisms to protect workers. We also asked the government to 
create fiscal space and free up resources that should be used to address the challenges that people are 
facing like starvation and hunger. We also called for social protection, we don’t think the ZW$200 per 
household that government has given is sufficient. We suggested using the food poverty line. We also 
asked and demanded that workers must be protected….Much of the issues that we demanded for have 
not been implemented by the state.” 
 
“ COVID-19 has exposed the inequality that we have been crying about as well as the careless policies 
that the government has been implementing since 1980. We need to unite to face the formidable and 
sometimes brutal state. 
 
“We cannot come out of the crisis with the same economic order that we had before. We are 
advocating for the unity of labour movements.” 
 
Zimbabwe and the world will tomorrow celebrate Workers’ Day at a time most workers are staying and 
home due to lockdown. Captains of industry and labour unions have warned that there could be massive 
job cuts after COVID-19. 
 
ZIMCODD director Jane Zhou said while the state has announced several measures funded from the 
Treasury which seek to ease the coronavirus burden, Parliament should be allowed to play its oversight 
role during this crisis. 
 
“The question is why did Parliament go on recess on a time such as this? The executive arm of 
government seems to be overpowering other arms of government when all hands should be on deck,” 
Zhou said. 
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