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ZIMBABWEAN CRACKDOWN: 
FOLLOW-UP REPORT FROM BEN FREETH  

Very many thanks to all who responded to my letter last week. We are so grateful for your
concern, donations and commitment to praying for Zimbabwe at this turbulent time. 

I thought you’d be interested in a further update. 
  
I write this sitting outside the cavernous, dark belly of the Magistrate’s Court in Harare.
 
Advocate Fadzayi Mahere, who is also spokesperson for the MDC-Alliance opposition party,
has just gone down inside to represent Joanna Mamombe, another persecuted and
traumatised member of parliament for the political opposition. 

Joanna (27) is our youngest MP who, with two other women youth leaders, Cecilia Chimbiri
(31) and Netsai Marova (25), was abducted, beaten and abused repeatedly by State agents
during May. To compound their ongoing trauma, they were accused by the regime of faking
their brutal abduction and, despite having not recovered from their multiple injuries, were
incarcerated in Chikurubi Maximum Security Prison.

This Magistrate’s Court where I’m waiting is the nerve centre for the labyrinth of darkness
that has enveloped and overwhelmed Zimbabwe. A country which has a justice system that
becomes intent on persecuting its citizenry is a country at war with itself. 

In trying to get the case heard today, we went to the designated Court 6. We then were told
that the hearing was taking place in Court 14 - earmarked now as the “corruption court”. 

Deeply traumatized abductees Cecilia  Chimbiri (back left), Joanna Mamombe (centre) and Nestai Marova
await their court appearance. They are accused of faking their traumatic abduction during May.



We then assembled at Court 4. Human

rights lawyer Doug Coltart, having been

part of the defence team in the morning,

was now in the dock for reading Paulo

Freire’s classic work, “Pedagogy of the

Oppressed”. Advocate Fadzai Mahere, who

had been in the dock in the morning for

carrying a placard saying “no to violence”,

was now standing up in the defence team!

We had to laugh at the charade playing

out. People’s lives were at stake but those

people were laughing. What else can you

do?

Eventually the notorious Magistrate Ngoni Nduna

appeared briefly but he did not have the court record

and the prosecutor was not around either. We then

were told to go to Court 11. After a while there, we

were directed back to Court 14. After that everyone

was suddenly on the move again - this time to Court

13. A woman magistrate appeared and we were

eventually directed to Court 20.   

In Court 20, Magistrate Nduna appeared once more. It

was now lunchtime. The State’s Chief Prosecutor,

Michael Reza, a shadowy figure, was still nowhere to

be found, and nor were the State prosecution papers

that were supposed to have been supplied to the

defence team. The prosecutor didn’t appear last week

either. The case was eventually remanded until 7

October. 

Advocate Fadzayi Mahere

Since Monday I have driven through over 60
road blocks. They are manned by army and
police bristling with guns. 

Each rural town and community is now
controlled by the army. Each police camp has
perhaps 60 soldiers living in tents. The
soldiers are very much in charge. Every
shopping centre has a soldier or two
controlling it. Army lorries move around
constantly. I’ve seen them full of soldiers with
guns. 

Soldiers bristling with guns block cars from
entering business districts



I understand that a common soldier currently gets paid approximately two-and-a-half times more
than a policeman of similar rank. 

It seems that the entire country in the outlying areas is surviving on gold. Tens of thousands of illegal
miners are digging by hand and extracting the alluvial gold that has been mined for so many
centuries in Zimbabwe. The consequences for the environment are dire.

President Mnangagwa, the new Monomotapa or Mwenemutapa (translated in the Oxford reference
as “Master Pillager” or “Lord of the Conquered Mines” - a title bestowed upon the ruler of this domain
for more than three centuries) sends his sons down the main artery roads, I am told. They are said to
have pick-up points from where they collect the gold from desperate illegal miners. Gold production
is currently around 27 tons a year - or 27 million grams. One gram is a policeman’s monthly salary. In
simplistic terms, that’s enough for over two million families to survive on the current civil servant
salary. Two million families constitute more than half of the Zimbabwean population. Add the
smuggled gold that doesn’t get recorded and there are a whole lot more desperate people surviving
on digging up the country for gold. 

As I write, I am still waiting by the cavernous dark belly of the Magistrate’s Court. Joanna, the MP, was
terrified when she was swallowed into it an hour or so ago. She has serious mental health issues as a
result of this trauma. 

A doctor’s letter was sent to the State expressing the difficulty Joanna was having with mental health
issues as a result of her persecution and incarceration. The State now wants to put her in jail again -
in the very conditions that precipitated her mental health condition - so that their own doctors can
observe her mental health! The whole thing is so cruel, vindictive, inhuman, dark! 

Fadzayi eventually came out, shaking her head. I thanked her and lawyer David Drury for having such
compassion when the hearts of so many of us can become calloused after the long years of dealing
with appalling cruelty at the hands of this wicked and evil State. At least they are trying.

We discussed the dire situation. The true and lasting antidote to this abject fear is perfect love. 

It’s hard to find the courage to conquer this unjust, dark and tenaciously evil system with love. I, for
one, do not have enough love inside me to make a great deal of difference. But if there was an entire
army of love - with God in our midst – we could achieve so much. If the church stood up! If people
cared enough! 

Do I wake or sleep....

BEN FREETH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

If any of you haven’t donated yet and would like to, please click on this link, scroll down to DONATE
and give through PayPal or your credit card. OR donate through Stewardship, or CAF, or send a
personal cheque to: Mike Campbell Foundation, Woodgate, Oad Street, Borden, Nr Sittingbourne,
Kent ME9 8JX, England

http://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/how-you-can-help

