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Straight faced ….. Augustine Chihuri 
 
PRESIDENT Emmerson Mnangagwa’s government has instituted processes to recover over US$32 million 
and several properties from former Police Commissioner-General Augustine Chihuri. 
 
The former top cop, who is now believed to be in self-exile in Malawi, is reported to have created a 
“criminal syndicated mafia” that siphoned funds for his personal, family and cronies’ benefit. 
 
Chihuri was in charge of the police force for 25 years before he was unceremoniously removed from the 
post soon after the November 2017 military-backed coup that saw the removal of the now late 
President Robert Mugabe from office. 
 
Information Ministry secretary Nick Mangwana confirmed Tuesday the National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) had started proceedings to seize and forfeit to the State, property belonging to Chihuri and his 
family members. 
 
“I hear the NPA has formally commenced action to seize and forfeit to the State a vast property portfolio 
belonging to former Police Commissioner-General Augustine Chihuri. Nobody should ever be allowed to 
benefit from and enjoy filthy lucre,” Mangwana said. 
 
On Tuesday, Prosecutor-General Kumbirai Hodzi filed an application at the High Court seeking an order 
compelling Chihuri to explain how he acquired his properties. The PG wants all assets still in Zimbabwe 
frozen until investigations and resulting court actions are complete. 
 
Chihuri, his wife Isobel Halima Khan Chihuri, daughter Samantha Hamadziripi Chihuri, and son Ethan 
Takudzwa Augustine Chihuri were listed as the respondents in the application along with relatives Aitken 



and Netsai Khan and six companies: Croxile Investments, Adamah Enterprises, Mastermedia (Pvt) Ltd, 
Mastaw Investments and Rash Marketing. 
 
In an affidavit deposed by Hodzi, Chihuri is under investigation for criminal abuse of office, money 
laundering, theft and fraud. He accuses Chihuri of establishing a “syndicated criminal mafia” meant to 
siphon public funds for his personal benefit and that of his cronies. This would have entailed 
externalisation of money and money laundering abroad, he said. 
 
Hodzi contends Chihuri established the companies in connivance with his relatives for the alleged 
purposes of siphoning funds from the Zimbabwe Republic Police’s revolving fund. 
 
Isobel Chihuri, according to the State, is the managing director for Mastaw Investments, which received 
US$3 823 285 from ZRP General Headquarters after giving an allegedly fake business address. 
 
Rewstand Enterprises received US$10 401 500 from ZRP despite allegedly using a fake address.  
 
Investigations by the police found a different company operating from that address, said Hodzi. 
 
Nodpack Investments whose directorship includes Clever Nziramasanga and had Isobel Chihuri as 
general manager allegedly received US$5 766 252.31 from the police. But, said Hodzi, this address was a 
residential property for a Mrs. Marange who does not know Nodpack, raising strong suspicion that the 
address was fake. 
 
Croxile Investments of 8 St Aubins Walk in Chisipite, Harare received US$1 892 040 from the police, with 
Vanessa Madalisto Banda listed as director and Isobel Chihuri as general manager. But the property 
owner is a Mr Matongo who does not know about Croxile. 
 
ZRP also released US$10 575 732 to Adamah Enterprises of 29 Carsberg Avenue in Alexandra Park in 
Harare. 
 
Isobel Chihuri is also the general manager of this company with Nelia Mafunga listed as director. But 
investigations found this address belonged to another company called Brightcoast Construction owned 
by Clever Nziramasanga. 
 
Mastermedia, according to the State, is owned by Isobel Khan Chihuri and it received US$1 073 038.08 
from the ZRP Revolving Fund from January 5, 2016, to  February 9, 2017. 
 
Rash Marketing, which is owned by a CBZ employee called Shingirai Maponga and his spouse Sharon 
Maponga nee Tiyani, received US$764 370 from November 14, 2016 to December 12, 2016. 
 
The companies won orders for the supply of goods and services without going to tender. 
Besides the company dealings, the State is keen to have Chihuri to explain his property holdings. 
The State wants Chihuri to explain how he acquired 11 listed properties: 
 
Seven residential stands at Police Heights on Gletwin Farm in north-east Harare; 571 Zengeza Township; 
9 hectares at Fishhponds in Lomagundi district; Stand 231 in Athlone in Greendale measuring 4 639 
square metres; and 431 Quinnington in Borrowdale measuring 5 500 square metres. 



Four vehicles are also listed under assets that need explanation. Two combine harvesters, six tractors, 
two planters, three motorbikes and a boom spray were found at Chihuri’s farms at Shamva and 
Darwendale. 
 
https://www.newzimbabwe.com/state-seeks-to-recover-us32m-properties-from-chihuri-shocking-
details-on-how-the-ex-boss-looted-zrp/ 
 
Extracts from the Pindula website’s profile of Augustine Chihuri: 
 
Chihuri [was] in his position for more than 23 years having been rewarded with a contract renewal over 
13 times since 1997. [2] He took over the reigns as Acting Commissioner in 1991 replacing Henry 
Mkurazhizha. Two years later he eventually became substantive Police Commissioner in 1993. In 2008 
he was appointed to Commissioner General of Police when the post was created to replace that of 
Commissioner. His term was extended by four years. 
 
Chihuri was reported to have openly declared his allegiance to the Zimbabwe African National Union-
Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) in 2001 and continued to do so for much of his career as police commissioner 
afterward. This revelation was received with mixed speculations, especially coming from for a police 
commissioner. Chihuri was quoted to have threatened to sack all senior police officers who were 
accused of backing the opposition party MDC-T.[4] 

 
Chihuri was reported to have indicated that members of the Z.R.P who did not support Zanu-PF should 
leave the force and that he himself would not serve under an M.D.C government.[5]  
 
Regardless of publicly announcing his allegiance to Zanu- PF under Mugabe, Chihuri was accused as 
being a member of the Mujuru faction when the battle to succeed Mugabe intensified before the party's 
6th Congress held in Harare in December 2014. It was reported that service chiefs were supporting Joice 
Mujuru who was accused of harbouring ambitions to oust Mugabe from being the country's president as 
well as the party's first secretary.[6] It was reported that on 18 November 2014, Chihuri tendered his 
resignation letter to Mugabe after Mugabe had earlier on expressed his displeasure with his work.[7] 

In 2013 Chihuri was accused of fraud by other police officers. He allegedly integrated more than 15,000 
unqualified civilian personnel and went ahead to give them force numbers. Some of them were said to 
have been promoted to the ranks of Sergeants and Assistant Inspectors, despite having not even sat for 
the mandatory promotional examinations.[11] These are said to have been untrained civilians and ZANU 
PF youth militia. 

In June 2014, it was reported that Chihuri illegally forced Bazil Nyapokoto (a detective within the ZRP) to 
resign after he testified against the police force. The police force agreed to pay damages amounting to 
US$64 000 to Nyapokoto within two months.[12] Nyapokoto petitioned the president to intervene as the 
police force was reluctant to own up to its promise.[13] 

On 6 November 2014, Justice Lavender Makoni of the High Court of Zimbabwe, ordered Chihuri 
and Kembo Mohadi to pay US$3 500 to Fatima Manhondo following her unwarranted attacks by the 
police force in October 2014.[14] Chihuri and Mohadi failed to appear in court. 

In January 2015 Chihuri together with Mohadi were accused of failing to respect a court order from the 
High Court of Zimbabwe which mandated them to protect villagers at Arnold Farm in Mazowe District 
from being forcibly evicted from the farm to pave way for Grace Mugabe who was claimed to be the 

https://www.newzimbabwe.com/state-seeks-to-recover-us32m-properties-from-chihuri-shocking-details-on-how-the-ex-boss-looted-zrp/
https://www.newzimbabwe.com/state-seeks-to-recover-us32m-properties-from-chihuri-shocking-details-on-how-the-ex-boss-looted-zrp/
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-Newsday-2
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Henry_Mkurazhizha
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Henry_Mkurazhizha
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Zimbabwe_African_National_Union-Patriotic_Front
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Zimbabwe_African_National_Union-Patriotic_Front
https://www.pindula.co.zw/MDC-T
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-Financialgazette-4
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Zanu-PF
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-ec-5
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Joice_Mujuru
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Joice_Mujuru
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-ELIAS-6
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-TAWANDA-7
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-11
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-MUPONDE-12
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-MATENGA-13
https://www.pindula.co.zw/High_Court
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Kembo_Mohadi
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Augustine_Chihuri#cite_note-LAITON-14
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Mazowe
https://www.pindula.co.zw/Grace_Mugabe


new owner of the farm.[15] This move was viewed as an attempt by Chihuri to prove that he was still 
loyal to Mugabe by supporting his wife to 'illegally' seize control of Arnold Farm. 

On 18 December 2017, it was announced that Chihuri was sent for leave pending his retirement. This 
happened after Emmerson Mnangagwa had been inaugurated as the President of Zimbabwe. Chihuri 
was booed by members of the public after pledging his loyalty to the new President on the inauguration 
day. He had served the police force for 23 years. He was dismissed on the day the military announced 
the end of Operation Restore Legacy. Chihuri was succeeded by Godwin Matanga 
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