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On the 24 October 2019, SALC delivered an oral statement at the 65th Ordinary Session of the African 
Commission on Human and People’s Rights. 

Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe is in crisis facing chronic shortages of physical money, the country’s economy has faced a 
steep economic contraction this year, with the country’s year-on-year inflation having soared up to 
300%. The soaring inflation has led to widespread suffering of the people, whose wages have been 
eroded by the spiralling rate of prices of basic goods. Other challenges faced include forced evictions, 
internet shutdowns, food insecurity, and insufficient access to healthcare, clean water as well as the 
right to education-with a large proportion of children being turned away due to non-payment of school 
fees. 

With regards to freedom of expression the state has arrested several people on charges of undermining 
the authority or insulting the President. With regards to freedom of assembly and association, during 
the period of January to September 2019, authorities have continued to supress freedom of association 
and peaceful assembly as well the right to demonstrate and petition. They have used lethal and 
excessive force against protesters to quell demonstrations. 

With regards to Abductions, Arbitrary Arrests and Torture, some people have been recently abducted by 
unknown armed men with masks and later released or charged with various criminal charges. The 
victims of abduction were also tortured by their abductors. Zimbabwe is yet to ratify the Convention 
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and the International Convention 
for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

On 18 October 2019 Tafadzwa Hilton Tamangani died in police custody. Tamangani had developed a 
fatal infection on the deep wound that he had sustained because of beatings by riot police. The current 
prison conditions in Zimbabwe’s remand prison are harsh, with poor access to medical assistance, 
inhabitable conditions, limited access to food and clean drinking water as well as poor sanitation. 

The Police have also threatened and arrested journalists, medical doctors and lawyers monitoring the 
protests or assisting protestors. This includes the recent abduction of Dr Peter Magombeyi. On Saturday, 
19 0ctober, a photo journalist was assaulted by the riot police during running battles between the police 
and vendors in Harare. Four police officers beat her up with baton sticks on her back. The authorities 
have failed to arrest, prosecute and hold accountable perpetrators who have committed abductions, 
torture and unlawful killings since August 2018. 

With regards to the inability of Zimbabwean citizens residing in the diaspora to vote. The African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights has already held that a refusal for the diaspora to vote 
violates the provisions violate the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights; however, Zimbabwe 
has not implemented that decision. 



In light of the above, we request the Commission to call upon the Government to respect the rights of 
citizens to freedom of expression and association, to investigate all arbitrary arrests and to for the 
perpetrators to be held accountable. We further call on the State to ratify the international convention 
against torture, and lastly we call on the Commission to encourage Zimbabwe to improve its prison 
conditions and to bring them in line with international standards. 

Thank you for the opportunity. 
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